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able land of the country is being constantly
increased in area. Lakes and marshes are
converted into fertile fields, and consider-
able areas are even rescued from the sea. The
windmills seen everywhere are used con-
stantly in the work of draining and
pumping.
Almost the only highlands in the Nether-
lands are the sand hills, about 100 to 180 feet
high, which form a broad, sterile band along
the coast of South Holland and North Hol-
land, and a chain of low hills, probably of
similar origin, southeast of the Zuider Zee.
The highest elevation, 1,050 feet, is in the
extreme southeast, in Limburg. The general
aspect of the country is flat, tame and unin-
teresting, and about one-fifth of the whole
surface consists of marsh, sand, heath or
other unproductive land.
The coast line of the Netherlands is very
irregular, the largest indentation being the
Zuider Zee. In the same line mth the sand
hills, extending past the mouth of the Zuider
Zee, runs a chain of islands, namely Texel,
Vlieland, Ter Schelling, Ameland and others,
which seem to indicate the original line of
&e coast before the ocean broke in upon the
low lands. The most important rivers of the
Netherlands are the Ehine, the Maas, or
Meuse, the Scheldt and the Yssel. The Rhine
is over one-half mile wide where it enters the
country. It soon divides, the south arm,
which is the more important division, taking
the name of Waal and uniting with the Maas.
The north arm, communicating with the Yssel,
takes the name of Lek. The Maas, entering
the Dutch Netherlands from Belgium, receives
the Roer. Of the Scheldt, little except the
mouths is within the boundary of the Neth-
erlands. The navigable canals are collectively
of more importance than the rivers. The
chief of these are the North Sea Canal, fif-
teen miles long, between the North Sea and
Amsterdam, and the North Holland Canal,
forty-six miles long, between Amsterdam and
the Helder. There are numerous smaller
canals, all of the towns and many of the
villages being connected with one another
in this manner. Most of the domestic traffic
of the country is over these canals. Lakes are
very numerous.
Climate. The climate of the Netherlands
is humid, and there are few sunshiny days.
The annual rainfall is about thirty inches;
rain falls about 204 days in the year. The
range of temperature is not great, as the
 average temperature for the coldest months
is slightly over 35° F., the average tempera-
ture for the hottest months slightly over
64° F.
Industries. As the land of this coastal
plain is composed largely of debris brought
down to the sea by the agency of ice or water,
minerals are very scarce. Coal is mined in
small quantities in Limburg. Peat is very
plentiful, and the cutting of peat is an indus-
try of some importance. Gardening and
agriculture have attained a high degree of
perfection. Wheat, while of excellent
quality, can be grown only in favored por-
tions of the southern provinces; rye, oats,
buckwheat, horse beans, beets, madder and
chicory are more common crops. Tobacco
is cultivated in the provinces of Gelderland,
South Holland and Utrecht; flax in North
Brabant, the south of North Holland, Fries-
land and Zeeland; hemp, sugar beets, oil
seeds and hops, in various parts of the king-
dom. Culinary vegetables are cultivated on
a large scale. Large quantities of them are
sent to England, and the exportation of the
seeds forms an important article in Dutch
commerce. The cultivation of flowers has
been carried to a point unequaled in any
other country of Europe, and flower seeds
and bulbs are exported to all parts of the
world.
Stock raising is an important industry,
especially in the coast provinces. Cattle,
horses, sheep, swine and goats of excellent
breed are reared in great numbers. Dairy
products, especially cheeses, are marketed in
immense quantities. In the estuaries of the
great rivers, in the coast waters and in the
open sea, fishing is very extensively carried
on. Sprats and oysters are the chief prod-
ucts of the coast fisheries, and herring is the
principal product of the deep-sea fisheries.
Hundreds of thousands of herring are taken
annually, and the process of curing these
fish is a Dutch invention, when lias been very
widely copied.
Because there is very little coal mined, the
Netherlands has never developed as a great
manufacturing country, but textiles, silks
and velvets are produced in profitable quan-
tities, and Delft is still a famous center of
the manufacture of glazed earthenware. The
Dutch also make tobacco pipes of excellent
quality. An industry of more than national
renown is that of diamond cutting, chiefly
carried on by the Jews of Amsterdam.

